[Successful treatment of a patient with low pressure syndrome associated with gait disturbance].
The authors report an unusual case of low intracranial pressure (ICP) syndrome that was successfully treated by the placement of an anti-siphon device (ASD). This 36-year-old male had suffered suprasellar germinoma with hydrocephalus and had had a V-P shunt following radiotherapy. Sixteen years later he developed gait disturbance and somnolence and MRI demonstrated a small lateral ventricle as well as a diffuse dural enhancement. A lumbar tap revealed a low ICP of 12 mmH2O. Because of this, an ASD was placed in the patient. Postoperatively, his symptoms of gait and consciousness disturbance improved. Typical clinical findings of low ICP syndrome such as headache were not observed in this case. To our knowledge, no symptom of gait disturbance with low ICP has been reported previously. We present an interesting case of low ICP syndrome with gait disturbance and discuss the mechanism of the symptoms. Symptoms of this patient were due at first to brain ischemia. After convulsion and consciousness disturbance due to low intracranial pressure, the symptoms increased in strength until gait disturbance occurred. The possibility is suggested that gait disturbance in this patient was due both to brain ischemia and low intracranial pressure.